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Welcome to Our Spring 2024 NewsletterWelcome to Our Spring 2024 Newsletter
Dear Residents and Friends,
Rapho Township is pleased to share our Spring 2024 Township Newsletter. This publication provides you with information 

on municipal services and officials, contact numbers for municipal offices and other agencies, updates on current projects 
being undertaken within Rapho Township, as well as educational and noteworthy information.

We extend a special thanks to the business and professional members of our community whose support through 
advertising has made the publication of this newsletter possible, at no cost to taxpayers. Please support the local 
businesses that support Rapho Township.

We would like to take this opportunity to encourage all residents of Rapho Township to contact the municipal offices 
for any assistance you may need. Community service is a priority of the Township. We strive to do our best to make this 
community better for all residents.
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GREETINGS FROM THE TOWNSHIP MANAGER

2024 has been an exceptionally busy year, thus far, for Rapho Township.  We moved back to our permanent office building 
at 971 N. Colebrook Road, after having spent over six months at the Mastersonville Fire Department in a temporary office. 
We thank them for their quick response and generous offer of office space and will forever be thankful for their actions. We 
solicited proposals and hired a new auditor and then completed our 2023 annual audit. This Spring we rebid a new municipal 
trash contract. See the related story on page 5. Additionally, we designed and bid our new public works building. A rendering 
of the new building is shown below. NCI Construction, LTD was awarded the contract for the structure and Leo Kob Co, Inc 
was awarded the contract for plumbing, electrical and HVAC. We also procured additional real estate for an expanded woody 
yard waste recycling facility. Our public works crew has a full slate of projects they are doing this year in addition to site work 
and stormwater for our municipal campus projects. 

We are still utilizing the Mount Joy Boro/East Donegal Township Compost Site and our Public Works Department is still 
utilizing rented space from Mount Joy Township.  Again, we thank each of these municipalities, as well as others who have 
lent us equipment, facilities, and labor while we work to complete the rebuilding of the Rapho Township Public Works site. Our 
hope is that all work is completed on the Public Works building by the end of 2024, and that our Yard Waste Recycling Facility 
is re-opened in early 2025. 

We also thank you, the residents of Rapho Township, for your patience as we work through this difficult period, post the 
events of July 5, 2023. As I stated in the Fall 2023 Rapho Reporter, “We will rebuild, we will return to, and we will reopen at 971 
N Colebrook Road.” We are partially there, and as the saying goes…” All good things take time.” When all is completed, the 
Rapho Township facility will be bigger and better than before to meet the needs of our residents more efficiently.

 
Best regards,

Randall O. Wenger
Township Manager

PLEASE WELCOME THE NEW MANHEIM BOROUGH CHIEF OF POLICE

I began my law enforcement career in 1998 as a part-time police officer 
in Freeport, PA. I continued working part-time as a police officer and full-time 
as a paramedic in western PA. I moved to Lancaster County in 2000 and was 
employed with the former Penn Township Police Department. I held the positions 
of Patrolman and Detective. In 2011, I was employed by the East Earl Township 
Police Department, and in 2014, I was hired by the Manheim Borough Police 
Department. In 2017, I was promoted to Sergeant.

I enjoy the challenges that come with my duties in law enforcement, including 
discovering new and improved ways to help people, learning more proficient 
methods in accomplishing our goals and tasks as a team. For me, “team” includes 
all citizens and the Manheim Borough Police Department. Gaining knowledge 
each day is something I strive for. Some of the best knowledge gained comes 
from the citizens themselves. 

Not only do I want to help people, but I want to know them better, understanding 
their wants and needs, and learning how to address them better. After seeing the 
influx of mental health, drug, and alcohol-related police incidents, I enrolled back 
into school at Alvernia University, studying Administration in Criminal Justice and 
Psychology.        

As an agency, we will strive to respond to the needs and expectations of citizens 
with the highest integrity and professionalism. I aim to have open and impartial 
communications with the public and be as transparent as possible. Progress and 
improvement never cease. We will always strive to do better every day.    

Chief Jason M. Riggle
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TRASH TALKIN’
On July 1, 2024, we will begin a new trash and recycling contract with Penn Waste.  We were 

anticipating a price increase with a new contract, and the great news is that our yearly price will stay 
the same! Three companies bid on the trash contract, and Penn Waste, once again, submitted the 
lowest bid. There will be no changes to our new contract, and we have signed a five-year contract.  
As a customer, you will continue to be provided with a 96-gallon trash cart and a 64-gallon recycle 
cart. Customers are reminded that the carts are the property of the trash hauler and may not be 
altered in any fashion by the customer.

The quarterly fee will be $75, making the yearly fee $300. A $10.00 discount will be offered to 
those customers making one yearly payment of $290 that must be received in the Lock Box by 6/30/2024 and not postmarked 
by that date.

Customers are reminded that the Lock Box can only process trash payments.  Please do not send key fob payments, tax 
payments, building permit payments, etc. to the Lock Box. 

PENN STATE LIFE LION EMS 
On January 1, 2024, Penn State Health Life Lion became the Emergency 

Medical Service provider for Rapho Township. 
 Individuals and households in the new Penn State Health Life Lion Service 

area may purchase Life Lion memberships and receive benefits of membership 
similar to what Northwest EMS offered previously. In January of this year, Penn 

State Health Life 
Lion distributed membership information in the mail. If you did 
not receive the mailing and would like to become a member, 
you may refer to the website listed below, or you may call the 
Township Office (717-665-3827) and ask to have a brochure 
mailed to you.  

For more information on Penn State Health Life Lion, visit 
their website at https://www.pennstatehealth.org/services-
treatments/life-lion-emergency-medical-services-critical-care.
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Mount Joy Borough and East Donegal Township share a yard waste facility and were kind enough to allow Rapho 
Township residents to use their facility in the wake of the explosion on July 5th. Fortunately, their security and entry system 
are identical to our “former” system and thus it was a smooth transition for our residents. With the swift assistance of 3T 
Security and our office staff spending several days transferring credentials into their system, we were up and running one 
week after the explosion. 

If you renewed your key fob for 2024, it will be active at their facility. If you did not renew it, please stop into the Rapho 
Township Office to pay for the renewal. The cost is $15. You may also mail a check to us for the renewal, and checks 
should be mailed to 971 North Colebrook Road, Manheim. 

The hours of operation are the same – dawn to dusk, each day. The rules and usage are the same – NO grass clippings, 
NO tree stumps, and branches NO longer than 8 feet and NO larger than 18 inches in diameter (a slight difference from 
our policy). Yard waste is not required to be bagged, but if that is your preference, please use the biodegradable Kraft 
Bags. They can be purchased at any hardware, grocery, or big box store.

The Mount Joy Borough/East Donegal Township Compost Site is located at:
200 South Jacob Street

Mount Joy, PA  17552

If you have any issues gaining access to the facility,  
please call the Rapho  Township Office at:

717-665-3827

WE’VE MOVED…OUR YARD WASTE RECYCLING FACILITY
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A BRIEF HISTORY OF ZONING IN PENNSYLVANIA
By James Strong & Chelsea Bashi on June 18,2018
POSTED IN LAND USE, MUNICIPALITIES PLANNING CODE, REAL 

ESTATE, ZONING
Zoning is, at its core, the municipal regulation of the use of land. Today, a 

municipality regulates the use of land by implementing a zoning ordinance. 
However, as far back as the 18th century, land use regulations were enacted 
in Pennsylvania. Early land use regulations in Pennsylvania and elsewhere 
were generally concerned with preventing the spread of fires. For example, 
an act was adopted in the 1700s that prohibited baking and barrel making 
except in shops or places of masonry. After the Revolutionary War, a law 
was adopted that prohibited storing more than 30 pounds of gunpowder 
within two miles of Philadelphia. The concept of setback (i.e., the required 
distance between a structure and a property line) was implemented to 
provide for adequate distances between buildings to prevent the spread 
of fires.

Lower Merion Township was the first municipality in Pennsylvania to adopt a zoning ordinance. However, the ordinance was 
subsequently challenged, and the Superior Court found in 1925 that the Township did not have the authority to adopt the 
ordinance. In the Euclid case decided the following year, the United States Supreme Court held that zoning is a constitutional 
exercise of the police power.

The police power is a concept that is central to zoning. It is an inherent power of the state to protect and promote the public 
health, safety, morals, and general welfare. Most zoning laws, however, are enacted at the municipal level rather than the state 
level. Accordingly, states delegate the authority to regulate the use of land – a police power – to municipalities through zoning 
enabling acts since municipalities only have the powers granted to them by the state. In Pennsylvania, the enabling statute 
that gives municipalities the authority to regulate the use of land is the Pennsylvania Municipalities Planning Code (MPC). The 
MPC was enacted in 1968 and authorizes municipalities across Pennsylvania to adopt zoning ordinances for the purposes 
set forth in the MPC. However, not all municipalities in Pennsylvania have adopted a zoning ordinance.

Pennsylvania has 67 counties and 2,561 municipalities. According to the Pennsylvania Department of Community and 
Economic Development (DCED), as of 2015 approximately 68% of all municipalities in Pennsylvania had zoning regulations. 
Of the 1,739 municipalities with zoning, 137 of those municipalities had not adopted their own zoning ordinance and were 
under a county zoning ordinance. That left 822 municipalities without any zoning regulations. Municipalities without zoning 
tend to be more rural, less developed, and less populated than municipalities with zoning. DCED found that as of 2015, 98.2% 
of Pennsylvania’s urban population was zoned while only 68.9% of the rural population was zoned.

Although the number of municipalities in Pennsylvania that have adopted zoning ordinances in the fifty years since the 
enactment of the MPC is somewhat surprising, there is no expectation that the municipal regulation of land will decrease. 
Rather, it is expected that the municipal regulation of the use of land will only continue to increase and become more extensive.

2024 PUBLIC WORKS PROJECTS
Rapho Township Public Works Department has the following road 

improvement projects scheduled for 2024:
Resurfacing of Habecker Road from Kinderhook Road to Iron 

Bridge Road; Resurfacing of Loop Road and Rock Circle; Resurfacing 
of Drager Road; Widening of Garfield Road.

The Playground surface at the Rapho Community Park was replaced 
with funding from a grant from the Local Share State-wide Program. 

In addition, Rapho Township, with a Penn DOT Green Light Go 
Grant, will be upgrading the following traffic signals: Traffic Signal 
Radar will be installed at Strickler Road and PA 772; Elmcrest Blvd 
and PA 772; Elmcrest Blvd and PA 230.  Additionally, the Traffic 
Signal at Esbenshade Road and PA 772 will get both signal radar and 
preemption. 
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SPRING ENERGY SAVING TIPS FROM PPL

•	 Thermostat Settings – Use programmable settings and match outdoor temperatures.

•	 Natural Light – Take advantage of longer days of natural light.

•	 HVAC Systems – Schedule yearly HVAC service and maintenance 
for optimal efficiency.

•	 Window Blinds – Keep blinds closed or slats tilted upward toward 
the ceiling to block heat from the sun. This can reduce heat gain by 
up to 45 percent.

•	 Ceiling Fans – Set your blades to spin counterclockwise during 
summer months.

(Business Connect – PPL Electric Utilities – April 2024)

IT’S GRILLING SEASON
Springtime and warmer weather bring thoughts of cooking outside, and there is nothing better than a picnic supper 

cooked on an outdoor grill. However, a grill placed too close to the house, the deck rails or any object that can burn, 
quickly becomes a fire hazard. And obviously can cause serious burn injuries to humans and pets. Follow the safety tips 
below to ensure safe and enjoyable outdoor cooking.

Safety Tips:
•	 Always open the grill lid before lighting the grill.
•	 All BBQ grills – propane, natural gas, and charcoal – should only be used outdoors.
•	 Grills should be placed far away from the house, deck rails, as well as from under the eaves of the house and low 

hanging branches.
•	 Children and pets should not be within three feet of the grill area.
•	 Clean your grill of grease or fat, often, as well as the catch pan below the grill.
•	 Never leave the grill unattended.

Charcoal Grill Use:
•	 Use only charcoal starter fluid, and never add it or any other flammable liquid to the fire.
•	 Keep charcoal starter fluid out of the reach of children and away from heat sources.
•	 When you are finished grilling, allow the coals to completely cool before disposing in a metal container.

Propane Grills:
•	 At the beginning of each grilling season, check the gas tank hose for leaks by applying 

a light soap and water solution to the hose. If there is a leak, bubbles will be visible. If 
your gas grill has a leak either by the bubble test or smell, and there is no flame, turn off 
the gas tank and the grill. If the leak stops, get the grill serviced by a professional before 
using it again. If the leak does not stop, call 911. 

•	 If you smell gas while grilling, immediately get away from the grill and call 911. Do not 
move the grill.

Outdoor Grilling Facts:
•	 July is the peak month for grilling injuries.
•	 Approximately half of grilling injuries are thermal burns.
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BE WISE WHEN YOU FERTILIZE
Pennsylvania Urban Nutrient Management – Be Green While Protecting Our Streams
Protecting Pennsylvania’s Waterways Starts at Home.
Turfgrass has become a major component of Pennsylvania’s flora. In fact, according to 

DCNR, Pennsylvania now contains over 2 million acres of lawn. Selecting a proper turfgrass 
management program, whether it is on a private lawn, sports field, public park, or golf 
course, is essential to protecting our local waterways.

Know What Your Lawn Needs
When looking to apply nutrients to your lawn, make sure you are aware of what your lawn needs 

and what the Pennsylvania Fertilizer Law allows. To determine your lawn’s nutrient needs, it is best to 
first soil test. Soil tests provide specific recommendations for nitrogen, phosphate, and potassium. Following the soil test 
recommendations ensures that you are applying only what your lawn needs, thus reducing nutrient loss and fertilizer cost. 
Test kits can be purchased for a nominal fee from your local Penn State extension office.

The Pennsylvania Fertilizer Law
In July 2022, Pennsylvania adopted a new fertilizer law designed to minimize the movement of nutrients into our waterways. 

Anyone who applies fertilizers should be aware of the following nutrient limitations.
•	 Nitrogen is limited to 0.9 pounds of total nitrogen and 0.7 pounds of available nitrogen per 1000 ft2 per application.
•	 No phosphorus can be applied unless establishing or repairing turf.
•	 Both the nitrogen and phosphorus rates can be adjusted based on soil test recommendations and/or if using an enhanced 

efficiency fertilizer.
o   Enhanced efficiency fertilizers are specifically designed to reduce nutrient losses to the environment while increasing 

availability to plants.
In addition, when applying fertilizer, applicators must follow specific environmental conditions to prevent direct movement 

of fertilizer nutrients into our streams.
•	 Do not apply if a heavy rain is expected.
•	 Keep fertilizer away from drainage ditches, storm drains, or water.
•	 Maintain a 15-foot buffer from the banks of all waterways.
•	 Remove fertilizer that lands on impervious surfaces (i.e. driveways, sidewalks, roads) back onto the application area.
•	 Do not use as a snow or ice melt.
•	 Do not spread fertilizer on snow-covered or frozen ground.
•	 Fertilizer application between December 15 and March 1 is restricted to 0.50 lbs of total nitrogen per 1000 ft2 per 

application.
Read the Label
Manufacturers of fertilizer products must include detailed labels that provide the nutrient content and instructions for use. 

As a fertilizer applicator, you are strongly encouraged to read and follow all directions and apply your fertilizer using a properly 
calibrated spreader.

Lawn Care Considerations
Nutrient management is not the only tool that can be used for limiting nutrient loss. There are many additional lawn care 

considerations that can be used to promote a healthy lawn while protecting our local waterways. A few examples are listed 
below.

Fertilizer may not be the solution. If your lawn is not looking as healthy and green as you would like, sometimes fertilizer 
is not the answer. Applying fertilizer without understanding the underlying soil can result in a waste of money and nutrients. 
There are many soil health factors that play a critical role in maintaining your lawn. Reducing soil compaction can improve 
root growth and water infiltration. Maintaining an appropriate soil pH is essential to promoting proper nutrient availability. Soil 
texture and organic matter content influence water movement, nutrient availability, and the microbial ecosystem of the soil. 
A healthy soil supports a healthy lawn.

Raise your mower deck. Set your mower deck to 3 inches or higher. A taller lawn provides shade that discourages weed 
growth and promotes strong root development helping lawns to withstand environmental stress. Alternatively, you can use 
low mow turf species, such as fine fescue blends, that do best when mowing is limited. A taller, healthier lawn slows water 
movement and increases infiltration keeping moisture, soil, and nutrients where they are needed most.
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Mulch your grass clippings. Keeping your clippings in place returns valuable organic matter and nutrients to your lawn.
Provide a buffer. Do not mow up to the banks of streams. Maintaining vegetative buffers along waterways provides wildlife 

habitat while slowing and filtering water before it enters the stream.
Convert your lawn. Replacing turf with native vegetation not only increases water infiltration, but also promotes biodiversity 

and creates habitats for pollinators and other wildlife. For more information on Lawn Conversion visit DCNR’s website.
Working Together for Clean Water.
Environmental stewardship requires teamwork. Help protect Pennsylvania’s waterways by being wise when you fertilize!
For more information on the Pennsylvania Fertilizer Law, visit the Department of Agriculture’s website at www.agriculture.

pa.gov/fertilizer or contact Denise Uzupis at duzupis@pa.gov.

PLEASE DON’T THROW GRASS CLIPPINGS INTO THE STREET!
When mowing your lawn please do not blow grass clippings into the street. They should be blown back into your yard. If 

they are blown into the street, they will end up in storm drains and could possibly clog the drains during heavy rain events. 
This could ultimately cause flooding. Equally important is that they are a hazard to motorcycle and bicycle riders.

WHAT SHOULD I DO WITH MY GRASS CLIPPINGS?
It is mowing season, once again, and as you prepare for it, please consider the following points concerning lawn 

maintenance:
•	 Bagging your grass clippings is more harmful for your lawn. It robs your lawn of valuable nutrients.
•	 Grass clippings are 20 – 30 % protein, contain about 4% nitrogen, 2% potassium, and .5% phosphorous plus trace 

elements that plants need.
•	 Grass clippings are not accepted at the Mount Joy Borough/East Donegal Township Compost Site and additionally 

are not accepted curbside by any of the trash haulers.
•	 “Grasscycling” is a simple alternative to bagging your grass clippings.
The Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection (PA DEP) offers the following tips for “grasscycling”:
•	 Grass clippings left on your lawn will break down in 7 to 14 days and act as a top-dressing fertilizer, helping to keep 

your lawn green and healthy.
•	 Mow often, cutting less than 1/3 of the grass growth.
•	 Mow when your grass is dry and keep your mower blades sharp.
•	 Don’t allow large clumps of grass to accumulate on your lawn.
•	 Don’t use harsh chemicals and fertilizers.
•	 Water your lawn less frequently, but for longer periods of time.
•	 If possible, use a mulching mower that grinds the clippings.
For more information visit the following websites:
www.depweb.state.pa.us
http://turfgrassmanagement.psu.edu/homelawns.cfm
DEP Compost Series; “Guide to Home Composting”; www.depweb.state.pa.us
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Ways to Keep Cooling Costs Low this Summer
•	 Install a programmable thermostat. Consider adjusting your thermostat upward during 

nighttime hours and when you’re not home. This will help keep your energy bill low 
during the hot summer months.

•	 Only use ceiling fans when you’re under them. Ceiling fans are more efficient than air 
conditioners, but leaving them on all the time won’t do you much good. A ceiling fan 
merely circulates air, it will not actually lower the temperature.

•	 Install air conditioners in the warmest rooms. To keep it cool, you may be tempted 
to turn your thermostat down into the arctic range. The rest of the house will be freezing, 
but that room will finally be comfortable. This wastes money by making your central air-
conditioning system work overtime.

•	 Keep it clean. Cleaning the air-conditioner filters, whether you have window units or a central 
unit – is just as important as replacing your furnace filter regularly in the winter. When the filter gets dirty, the unit has 
to work extra hard to pull air into the system, which costs more energy.

•	 Hang out the laundry. Your dryer is probably one of your homes biggest energy users. It takes a lot of electricity (or 
gas) to generate heat that dries your clothes. Plus, some of that heat escapes the dryer and winds up heating your 
home unnecessarily. Let the hot sun work for you instead of against you this summer by hanging your clothes to dry 
outside on a clothesline. The sun is great for bleaching stains out of white clothes and towels, too!

•	 Close curtains, blinds and shades. Thick draperies, window shades and solar screens all help keep heat out of your 
house during the day, meaning your AC unit won’t have to work at max capacity to cool your home. Whatever your 
treatments, you’ll see significant savings if you work to prevent solar heat gain by keeping them drawn all day.

This newsletter is produced at no cost to the residents of Rapho Township thanks to the generous 
sponsorship of the businesses listed throughout this publication. The Township recognizes these 

businesses as community supporters and encourages its residents to patronize these local businesses.

A SPECIAL THANK YOU TO OUR BUSINESS SPONSORS
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Life can have some
unexpected game changers.

Simon Financial Services can help you
prepare for the expected or unexpected.

717.368.3526

•   Tax-efficient Retirement Strategies
•   Pensions / 401(k) Plans
•   Mutual Funds
•   529 - College Savings Plans
•   Fixed Annuities
•   Life Insurance

CHRISTOPHER SIMON, LUTCF

Proudly serving Lancaster
County and beyond.

ANNIVERSARY
1994-2024

TH
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TOWNSHIP CONTACT INFORMATION
Office Hours are Monday through Friday, 8:00 a.m. – 3:30 p.m.

Mailing Address – 971 N Colebrook Road, Manheim, PA  17545
Phone: 717-665-3827     Fax: 717-665-7685      www.raphotownship.com   

   

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS:
Lowell Fry - Chairperson/Treasurer
Mark Erb - Vice-Chairperson
Randy Fox – Secretary

STAFF:
Randall O. Wenger - Manager 
manager@raphotownship.com
John Haldeman - Public Works 
Director 
roadmaster@raphotownship.com
Lindsey Brenner - Financial 
Administrator 
office@raphotownship.com
Drew Keller - Zoning Officer 
zoning@raphotownship.com
Ena Marie Banks - Recycling 
Coordinator 
enamarie@raphotownship.com
Melva Kready - Part Time Admin. 
Asst. & Tax Collector 
melva@raphotownship.com

IMPORTANT PHONE NUMBERS:
Emergencies - 911
Manheim Borough Police 
Non-emergency-717-665-2481
Sewage Enforcement Officer 
Len Spencer-717-989-9439

PLANNING COMMISSION:
Jay Gainer – Chairperson
Carrol Ehrhart - Vice-Chairperson
Dennis Shellenberger – Secretary
Howard Boyd
Chet Eckman

ZONING HEARING BOARD:
Chris Moyer – Chairperson
Chris Neiles - Vice-Chairperson
Cleon Martin – Secretary
Nevin Greiner (Alternate)

RAPHO AREA FIRE ADVISORY 
COUNCIL:
Fire Department Mt. Joy - Phil 
Colvin - Chairman
Manheim Fire Co. - Dan Reif - Vice 
Chairman
Mastersonville Fire Co. – Kyle 
Peters – Secretary

CITIZEN REPRESENTATIVES:
Chuck Schmidt 
Jerry Ehrhart
Pat Shupp
Gary Good

Board of Supervisors—1st & 3rd 
Thurs. at 7:30 p.m.
BOS Work Session—6:00 p.m. 
Thurs. preceding 1st BOS meeting 
after Planning Commission 
meeting
Planning Commission — 1st Mon. 
at 7:00 p.m.
Zoning Hearing Board— 1st Tues. 
at 7:00 p.m.
A reminder…

The Township Building will be 
closed on the following dates:

May 27th
July 4th

September 2nd

Upcoming 2024 Election Date:
General Election – November 5, 2024 



Chambersburg	 (717) 262-0081
Hollidaysburg	 (814) 317-5455
Serving Bedford	 (814) 624-0224
  and Somerset  Counties
McConnellsburg 	 (717) 485-3295
Mifflintown	 (717) 436-5656
Newville	 (717) 776-9949
York	 (717) 846-2004

Convenient Locations 
Manheim - Corporate Office

(717) 664-2347

Full-Service Code Administration
Residential • Commercial / Industrial • Property Maintenance 

Rental Inspections • Zoning • Consultation Services

www.commonwealthcode.biz

Over 45 years of experience in Municipal Code Enforcement
Thank you for your business
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Storage Sheds and Garages
Custom Built Onsite Garages

Horse Barns
Free Delivery in  

Lancaster County!
717-653-6523

www.glicksheds.com
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