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LATEST DEVELOPMENTS AT RAPHO COMMUNITY PARK  

R apho Township is pleased to announce 
several new additions to our park facili-

ties at 960 Strickler Road in Mount Joy.  We 
are very proud of the work of our staff and con-
tractors, who constructed two basketball courts, 
a colorful four square court, and a “Hoop  
Coop” pavilion adjacent to the Fieldstone Drive 
parking lot at the park.  The project was funded 
in part with a grant from the Pennsylvania De-
partment of Conservation and Natural Re-
sources (DCNR).  
These amenities 
are truly unique 
to our park, fea-
turing the sham-
rocks that pay 
homage to the 
Scotch-Irish 
roots of the first 
residents of the 
Township.  The 
distinctive octag-
onal post and beam structure with a cedar shake 
roof and rooster weathervane reflects the agri-
cultural theme of the park.  The Hoop Coop 
will be available for reservation in 2017. 
 
The hoops adjacent to the pavilion are two full-
size basketball courts, which were built using 
pervious asphalt.  The asphalt is underlaid with 
a stone base, which allows stormwater to slow-
ly infiltrate into the soil rather than run off into 
stormwater management facilities.  The con-
crete around the four square court is also po-
rous.  Pervious asphalt looks much like regular 
asphalt used on driveways and roads, but the 
porous concrete has a different appearance and 
texture.  The four square court is made of im-
pervious concrete, and is colored and stamped 
with a pattern.  The park development project 
also includes water fountains, walkways, and 
recycled plastic picnic tables. 

After more than three years of 
cooperative efforts, Dog Park 
Mount Joy, Inc. (DPMJ), a pri-
vate 501(c)(3) non-profit organi-
zation, has established a three-
acre dog park at Rapho Park.  
The project was initiated through a grassroots 
effort by local residents, who advocated a pub-
lic-private partnership in which the Township 
would provide space and DPMJ would oversee 
the maintenance and operation of a dog park.  
The dog park extends onto an adjacent industri-
al property owned by K-W Cornerstone, who 
granted an easement to use almost an acre of 
their land.  Funding for the project was provid-
ed in part by the DCNR grant, with the remain-
ing funds raised by DPMJ.  The ongoing 
maintenance of the facility, including mowing, 
landscaping, and disposal of waste will be paid 
for with user fees collected by DPMJ.  For 
more information on the dog park, check out 
dogparkmountjoy.com. 

Our park is now 
home to a Little 
Free Library, 
which was built 
and installed by 
Bill and Patty 
Neiles and their 
grandsons, 

Blake and Collin.  The Library is located in the 
small Shamrock Pavilion adjacent to the re-
strooms.  Books are free to read and return or 
replace with another gently used book.  The 
Neiles family makes sure that there are books 
for all ages and information on current activi-
ties at Mount Joy's Milanof-Schock Library.  
While the Library has been tucked away for the 
winter, you can watch for it again when the 
weather gets warmer.  The Township also hosts 
a Little Library at the Township office, in coop-
eration with the Manheim Community Library. 
 
Please be cautious during the winter months.  
Although the park is open, Rapho Township 
does not perform any winter maintenance on 
the trails or parking lots.  Visitors who attempt 
to use the park in inclement weather do so at 
their own risk.   Snowmobiling is not allowed.



 IMPORTANT PHONE NUMBERS 
Township Office - (717) 665-3827   

 

Manheim Borough Police Emergency 911 
Non-emergency — (717) 665-2481 

 

Sewage Enforcement Officer 
(717) 653-1008 
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MEETING DATES AND TIMES   
Board of Supervisors—1st & 3rd Thurs,7:30 pm 

 

BOS Work Session—7:30 am Tues prior to Thurs 
BOS meeting which follows the PC meeting 

 

Planning Commission — First Mon at 7 pm 
 

Zoning Hearing Board—First Tues at 7:30 pm 
 

Most people are unaware that an astonishing 30-40 percent of food sup-
plies in the United States goes to waste, and up to 95 percent of that 
food waste across the country ends up in a landfill. Food waste is costly 
and a burden on our environment, and it’s a problem that’s largely pre-
ventable. 
 

Here are five easy ways to reduce 
food waste and help contribute to a 
more sustainable future: 
 TAKE LEFTOVERS 
 SHARE FOOD  
 GET CREATIVE  
 CUT DOWN RECIPES  
 BUY AS YOU GO  
  

The Environmental Protection Agency provides many beneficial food-
saving tips on their web site at https://www.epa.gov/recycle/reducing-
wasted-food-home. 

REDUCE YOUR FOOD WASTE IMPACTS OF GRAFFITI 

Did you know that the Pennsylvania Parks and Forests Foundation 
(PaParksandForests.org) is sponsoring a campaign against graffiti?   
 

The removal of graffiti is time and labor intensive. Graffiti often 
attracts other negative behavior that creates an unsafe environment 
for visitors to natural areas. Graffiti impacts all of us by creating 
safety concerns and visual blight.  Spray painting in natural settings 
on Pennsylvania’s public lands is a crime against nature and people.  
Graffiti is vandalism and is punishable by law. 
 

Other important facts: 
 Spray paint is a flammable, hazard-

ous substance. 
 Spray painting ruins the beauty of 

rocks that are millions of years old. 
 Spray paint contributes to smog, 

which can attack lung tissue. 
 In humans, spray paint can burn the 

skin and eyes, irritate the nose, 
throat and lungs, and cause dizziness, nausea and fatigue. 

 

Nature attracts people seeking to remove themselves from the hustle 
and bustle of everyday life.  Vandalism destroys this opportunity.  If 
you see graffiti being painted, CALL 911! 

LANCASTER COUNTY SOLID WASTE 
MANAGEMENT AUTHORITY (LCSWMA) 

Have you figured out what to do with that left over stuff that collected 
over the summer, like the inflatable pool that got a leak, leftover pool 

chemicals, leaky garden hoses, old propane ? 
 

LCSWMA provides the Household Hazardous 
Waste Facility for pool chemicals and old pro-
pane tanks, free to Lancaster County residents.  
The Transfer Station and HHWF is located at 
1299 Harrisburg Pike, Lancaster.  Check out their 
web site at lcswma.org for inventive ways to use 
old inflatable pools, pool toys or hoses. 
 

LCSWMA gives monthly tours for the public, 
including civic organizations, churches and other small groups of their 
four facilities:  Transfer Station Complex, the Lancaster Waste-to-
Energy Facility, the Frey Farm Landfill & Renewable Energy Park and 
the Susquehanna Resource Management Complex.  The tours require 
closed-toed shoes and safety glasses at times, and are held rain or shine.  
Call (717) 397-9968 to discuss dates and times. 

The American Automobile Association (AAA) reports that 
motor vehicle crashes are the leading cause of death and inju-
ry for children.   
 

The Pennsylvania State Police reminds you that Pennsylva-
nia’s primary child passenger safety law (CPSL) requires that 
children under the age of four must be properly restrained in 
an approved child safety seat anywhere in the vehicle.  Chil-
dren from ages four up to eight must be restrained in an ap-
propriate booster seat.  In June 2016, Pennsylvania enhanced 
the CPSL by requiring infants and children to be secured in a 
rear-facing car seat in the rear of the vehicle until the age of 
two, or until the child outgrows the maximum weight and 
height limits designated by the car seat manufacturer.  
 

Child seats can be installed and examined by certified Child 
Passenger Safety Technicians.  All Pennsylvania State Police 
stations have Troopers trained to perform this service.  The 
safety of your child is as easy as making an appointment at 
your local station.  Other resources are available on the Safe 
Kids website at www.safekids.org.   

CHILD SAFETY SEATS: 
A MATTER OF LIFE AND DEATH 

What kind of future is best for Lancaster County? Now through February 
10, 2017, the Lancaster County Planning Commission invites local resi-
dents to participate in a new online survey comparing options for the 
county’s future. It is all part of an effort called places2040, an update to 
the Lancaster County Comprehensive Plan. The survey is available on 
the plan’s website, https://places2040.com, and it takes only a few 
minutes to complete. It asks people to rank their priorities, decide how to 
use resources, and choose the kind of future they want to see.  

COUNTY PLANNING SURVEY 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001RGlU5juNagUrkkA5_ukfb3E3oA4AFbrcaxBgtClBOknAgSmIhX5bQhW33Bh4gRIPuzH_vWttVNJbqMjPh4OPdfiP-J0zW3vlSEpBvMinQb6b-hw1rPJfqM8zw0JUKP9gF2OBviZj3NzPokaQHISt6sMAcvLFcokkellAzQM99FM=&c=UncbFF2nlnIJNSKBFL7x-mhYYfMpTpSO7obUuRjFzxUPHCujWzxDtA==&ch=4VB8VJHYTXq72r-ALjghJ9TBLSrkGvxUuyB2N_nqc7wWyrN3Ps320g==�
http://www.safekids.org�
https://places2040.com�
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PENN WASTE CUSTOMERS 

Be sure to put trash and recycling out the night before your 
collection day.  Trash routes can vary depending on weather 
or traffic conditions, vehicle availability, and staff.   If you 
wait until morning to put your 
trash and recycling by the curb, 
you may miss your pick up and 
the haulers can’t come back for 
individual collection.  This can 
be frustrating for a customer 
who has to hold trash and recy-
clables for an extra week.  If it is 
after 2:00 on your collection day 
and your materials have not been 
picked up yet, feel free to call 
the Township office so we can 
make sure the hauler has not 
made an error.     

The Friends of the Manheim Community Library is hosting a used book sale 
at the Manheim Farm Show Building, the week of May 1st through May 6th 
(for specific dates and times please visit www.manheimlibrary.org closer to 
the sale and follow the Library’s Facebook Page.) 
 

Thousands of books, CD’s, DVD’s, audio books and 
videos will be available for purchase.  Books are suita-
ble for all ages, and include many New York Times 
best-selling authors and award-winning children's 
works.  
  

Library staff members are currently accepting materials to add to the sale. To 
make a donation, bring items to the Library during their regular business 
hours. 
 

Are you a Friend of the Manheim Community Library? Ask any of our 
Friends working at the sale about how your Friends Membership helps sup-
port the Library, or how you can get involved with the activities they sponsor. 
New memberships start at $20 and will be good through December 2017. 
 

If you have any questions you may contact the library staff by calling 665-
6700. More information is available at www.manheimlibrary.org. 

MANHEIM COMMUNITY LIBRARY 

Plans are underway for improvements to the Township office.  We 
have worked with temporary facilities to house staff and files for 
more than two years, and we are very excited that we will soon be 
able to provide services to the community more efficiently in an 
improved space.  A new meeting room, conference room, and 
lobby will extend forward from the existing face of the building 
toward North Colebrook Road.  The current building will be reno-
vated inside to accommodate our existing and future staff and 
equipment needs.  The building design is nearing completion, and 
we anticipate that the contracts 
will be bid in early 2017.  
Once construction begins, the 
Township administration, in-
cluding code enforcement, 
will be relocating temporarily 
and may have occasional dis-
ruptions in service.  We will 
provide notice of changes with 
signage and newspaper and 
web site announcements.  Stay tuned for relocation updates! 

IMPROVEMENTS TO TOWNSHIP BUILDING 

PROPOSED 2017 BUDGET 

The proposed 2017 budgets for all Township funds, including the 
General Fund, State Fund, and Capital Reserve Fund are available 
on our website and for public review at the Township office.  The 

Board of Supervisors 
will consider the budg-
et and a five-year capi-
tal improvement plan at 
their meeting on De-
cember 15.  No change 
to the tax rates is pro-
posed.   

BE READY FOR WINTER 

The Township is always prepared for winter weather, and our 
Public Works Department works efficiently and uses re-
sources wisely in the maintenance of our roads.  To help us 
do our jobs, please follow some basic guidelines: 
 

 Do not throw, blow, or plow snow into the street. 
 Do not attempt to pass salt or plow trucks, even when 

they are moving slowly. 
 Avoid parking on the street, if possible. 
 Clear an area ahead of your driveway opening to allow 

the snowplow to unload before it reaches the driveway 
opening.  Plows cannot be lifted at driveways.   

 Remember that snow removal continues even after pre-
cipitation has stopped as we work to widen the cleared 
area or push back blowing snow. 

 Remove snow and ice from the sidewalk along your 
property within 24 hours after precipitation has stopped. 

 Clear snow from fire hydrants and storm water inlets 
near your property. 

 Do not hose down your car or your garage on a mild win-
ter day.  Residue left from road salt, oil, gas, and other 
road pollutants drip from your car, and are flushed into 
the storm sewer system. 

 Use only flexible delineators to mark your driveway, if 
you wish to.  Delineators must be placed at least one foot 
from the edge of the road.  

END OF THE YEAR REMINDER 

Residents in the Sporting Hill Voting District (votes at the 
Township office) should have their septic systems pumped by 
December 31, 2016.  Properties in the Elm Tree II Voting 
District will be required to pump their systems in 2017. 

http://www.manheimlibrary.org�
http://www.ManheimLibrary.org�


971 N COLEBROOK ROAD 
MANHEIM  PA  17545 
Phone: 717-665-3827  Fax: 717-665-7685 

RAPHO TOWNSHIP 

Sara Gibson - Township Manager 
manager@raphotownship.com 
Dave Eggert - Zoning Officer 
zoning@raphotownship.com 
Melva Kready - Tax Collector 
melva@raphotownship.com 
John Haldeman - Public Works Director 
roadmaster@raphotownship.com 
Ena Marie Banks - Recycling Coordinator 
enamarie@raphotownship.com 
Lindsey Brenner -- Bookkeeper 
office@raphotownship.com 

 

Visit our new website at 
www.raphotownship.com 

Presort 
insignia 

*No burning of trash or recyclable materials, including yard waste, is permitted in Rapho Township!* 

RECYCLING 
CORNER 

YARD WASTE FACILITY OPEN FOR CHRISTMAS TREES 

The Township’s yard waste recycling facility requires a $5.00 fob for Township residents to enter 
through the gate.  We will leave the gate open during daylight hours from December 26 through 
January 3 for recycling Christmas trees.  Please drive into the facility and place your tree in the 
marked bin, with all ornaments and tinsel removed. 
 

Residents who have purchased fobs will continue to have access during daylight hours through 
January 31.  At that time, all fobs will be deactivated.  Each fob will be reactivated upon receipt of 
a $5.00 fee, which allows unlimited usage of the yard waste facility from February 1 through Janu-
ary 31 of the following year.  Renewal fees will be accepted beginning January 1, 2017, and can be 
paid at any time throughout the year.  Please mail or drop off a check for $5.00 payable to Rapho 
Township to reactivate your fob.  If you need a new fob, you must stop by the Township office. 

Recycling is not only good for the environment, but it also saves money!  Because recycled materi-
als can be marketed, there is no charge for haulers to dispose of them at the 
Lancaster County Solid Waste Management Authority.  Trash costs money 
to dispose of, so there is a tipping fee charged per ton.  An average house-
hold is estimated to generate one ton of trash per year!  Removing weight 
from the trash stream by recycling reduces the overall cost of disposing of 
waste.  Grants that are based on the total recycling rate of each municipality 
are also available from the state.  So keep recycling to help increase our 
recycling rate and decrease the amount of trash that goes to the landfill.   

RECYCLING FACT 
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