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BUILDING SEASON BEGINS
UNDERSTANDING CODES AND PERMITS

he end of winter means the beginning of

building season, when residents and busi-
nesses consider improvements they might like to
make to their properties. When planning your
building project, there are a number of codes and
ordinances you must consider. Building, zoning,
and stormwater requirements are designed to
make sure your project is constructed safely and
with little impact to neighboring properties or to
the environment.

What you need to know about...

The Uniform Construction Code

The Pennsylvania Uniform Construction Code
(UCC) took effect in Rapho Township in 2004.
The Uniform Construction Code is administered
by Dave Eggert, who serves as the Township’s
Building Code Official. The Uniform Construc-
tion Code references a standardized set of codes
and appendices that are known as the Internation-
al Construction Code. This is further divided into
specific sections, including the building code,
residential code, mechanical code, plumbing
code, and electrical code, among others.

Exclusions from the UCC

There are a few instances where there are exclu-
sions from following the UCC. Agricultural
buildings are excluded; historic buildings have
certain exclusions; repairs or alterations that are
not structural changes, such as the replacement of
existing shingles (unless replacement of sheathing
is needed), replacement of existing siding, interior
insulation, or rain gutters, are also excluded. In-
stallation of a fence not more than 6 feet high, a
retaining wall less than 4 feet high, or an uncov-
ered deck no more than 30 inches above grade are
all excluded from the UCC.

Building Permits

While preparing for your project, you will need to
get a building permit application from the Town-
ship. Applications and guidelines are available
on our website or at the Township office. You
must select an inspection company from a list of
Township-approved companies. If your project
requires architectural or structural design plans,
such as a new house or an addition, these plans

will have to be approved by the inspection com-
pany you have selected prior to issuance of a
building permit by the Township. After you
have submitted your permit application and
drawings, the inspection company and the Build-
ing Code Official will review them. When their
review is complete, provided there are no ques-
tions, Township staff will call you to tell you the
amount owed for our fees and for the inspection
company.

The residential building permit fee is $75.00
plus $3.00 per $1,000.00 cost of construction
plus a fee of $4.00 per permit. The $4.00 fee is
used to fund state inspector training programs. A
commercial building permit fee is $100.00 plus
$3.00 per $1,000.00 cost of construction costs,
plus the $4.00 UCC fee. Plan review and inspec-
tion company fees must be paid prior to your
building permit being issued.

During the construction process, you and/or your
builder will notify the inspector to check on con-
struction at certain times during the pro-

cess. When the project is finished, the inspection
company must do a final inspection and then
notify the township that the job is complete and
approved. The Building Code Official will then
issue the Certificate of Occupancy.

Stormwater Permits

The Rapho Township Board of Supervisors
adopted a new Stormwater Management Ordi-
nance on May 1, 2014 to implement the Lancas-
ter County Stormwater Management Plan and
meet the requirements of Act 167 of 1978. The
new ordinance is designed to manage storm-
water runoff to minimize flooding and improve
water quality.

Stormwater permits are required for any regulat-
ed activities defined in the ordinance, including
removal of ground cover, grading, filling, exca-
vation, or construction of new or additional im-
pervious surfaces, such as new buildings or addi-
tions to existing buildings. The ordinance in-
cludes an exemption for projects which create
1,000 square feet or less of new impervious sur-
Continued on page 2



CHIQUES CREEK WATERSHED ALLIANCE NORTHWEST EMS PLANS NEW STATION
CAPTURE THE CREEK YOUTH PHOTO CONTEST

Northwest EMS, Inc. has announced plans to construct a new EMS sta-
tion in Manheim Borough. Northwest is kicking off a capital fundraising
campaign called “The Campaign to Save Lives”, in an effort to raise
$900,000 through five-year pledges. Recently retired MC Barons Coach
Mike Williams is serving as the capital campaign chairman, with honor-
ary co-chairmen Mike Graham and Dr. Lew Jury. The new station will be
constructed on West Colebrook Street on property owned by Northwest
EMS, formerly known as the Ammon K. Gibble American Legion Post
419. Northwest EMS crews have operated from the old fire house at 26
East High Street since 1904. Plans for the new station include bays for
four vehicles and adequate space for crews, as well as a first-floor meet-
ing or training room that will be available to the community for meetings
or other events. Watch the video at https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=FaYdxc5qnsA&feature=youtu.be to learn more about the project.

Submit your entry for the “Capture the Creek” Youth Photography
Contest through May 31st! The Alliance is holding this competition
for the second straight year to promote public awareness and to show-
case photographs that capture the beauty, vitality and importance of
the Chiques Creek Watershed. Students in grades K-12 are eligible to
enter one photograph taken within the watershed. Entry is free, so
take your camera or phone and get started capturing the creek!
BEST IN SHOW: $100 Visa gift card and framed photo
FIRST PRIZE, EACH AGE GROUP: $50 Visa gift card
SUBMISSION DEADLINE: May 31, 2015
Visit www.chiquescreekwatershed.org to download
the entry form and view the contest rules.

We All Live Downstream

Manheim Downtown Development
Group Streetscape Enhancement
Sponsorship Opportunities

BUILDING SEASON — CONTINUED

face, but an application must be completed to be eligible for the exemption. The
total coverage is cumulative, so for example, if a property owner adds a structure
that is 800 square feet, it may be exempt, but if the same property owner wishes
to add another structure the following year that is 500 square feet, that project
will not be exempt, because the cumulative total is more than 1,000 square feet.

The Manheim Downtown Development Group, a
nonprofit organization committed to the revitali-
zation of downtown for the Manheim Communi-
ty, is sponsoring a program to improve the
streetscape.

Projects which add between 1,000 and 5,000 square feet of new impervious sur-

In 2009, we introduced a unique opportunity to
our community. The downtown park, located on
the corner of Main and East High Streets, was
getting some much
needed attention and
visual enhance-
ments. Community
groups and business-
es sponsored the
outdoor tables and
market umbrellas for
our community to
utilize this outdoor
space.

We hope to continue this visual impact on our
downtown and are looking to purchase additional
tables and replace the original umbrellas.

If you are interested in sponsoring an umbrella,
table, planter or ash receptacle, please contact
Doreen Ober, Main Street Manager, at (717) 665-
1762 or email info@manheimdowntown.org.

face are eligible to use the Small Project design criteria, which requires manag-
ing the volume of increased runoff, but allows the use of standard management
facilities such as an infiltration trench, rain garden, rain water cistern, or storm-
water swale. Planning these facilities requires calculations, but we can provide
you with some standard design templates, so that you may not require an engi-
neer to assist you. Projects which add more than 5,000 square feet of impervious
surface must complete a fully-engineered stormwater site plan.

Zoning Permits

Even if a building permit is not required because the project is

exempt from the UCC, you may still need a zoning permit

with a stormwater permit. Construction of or changes to agri-

cultural buildings need a zoning permit. Sheds, detached gar-

ages less than 1,000 square feet, decks less than 30 inches

above ground, and retaining walls less than 4 feet high all

require zoning permits. Fences less than 6 feet high al-

so require a zoning permit. The fee for a residential zoning

permit is $25.00 plus $3.00 per $1,000.00 cost of construction. The fee for an
agricultural zoning permit is $25.00 plus $2.00 per $1,000.00 cost of construc-
tion. Please note that all permit fees are rounded up to the next $1,000.00.

Check out our website at raphotownship.com before you start your project!

IMPORTANT PHONE NUMBERS

MEETING DATES AND TIMES

Township Office - 665-3827
County Control - 911

Manheim Borough Police non-emergency
(717) 665-2481

Sewage Enforcement Officer - 6563-1008

Board of Supervisors—1st & 3rd Thurs,7:30 pm

BOS Work Session—7:30 am Tues prior to Thurs
BOS meeting which follows the PC meeting

Planning Commission — First Mon at 7 pm

Zoning Hearing Board—First Tues at 7:30 pm

RAPHO REPORTER
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KEEP PENNSYLVANIA BEAUTIFUL

Keep Pennsylvania Beautiful today launched a new innovative program called
IllegalDumpFreePa that will provide surveillance kits, training and online support
to Pennsylvania municipalities to help them battle illegal dumping.

Illegal dumping is a state-wide concern, according to a recent study commissioned
by Keep Pennsylvania Beautiful (KPB), the state affiliate of Keep America Beauti-
ful and sponsored by the Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection
(DEP). Dumpsites can be found in every county — 6,500 at last count. Cleanups
conducted by local municipalities are costly, averaging about $600 per ton, or
roughly $3,000 per site, siphoning off tax dollars and staff resources.

“Those funds could be better spent elsewhere, such as parks, children’s or seniors’

AND THE SURVEY SAYS...

PRESERVATION TRUST ENLISTS VOLUNTEERS
TO UPDATE HISTORIC RESOURCE SURVEY

programs, or community infrastructure,” says
AWARNING

KPB President Shannon Reiter.
“Pennsylvanians can no longer afford to

Developed by Keep Pennsylvania Beautiful
and financially supported through a grant
from DEP, surveillance kits will be available
to be placed at undisclosed, active dumpsites.

continually clean up these sites.”

The kits include three concealable, lockable cameras and accessories that capture
usable, conviction-worthy footage of license plates and illegal dumpers — even at
night. One camera uses wireless technology that can send pictures via text to a
registered cell phone when triggered, providing almost instant results.

Keep Pennsylvania Beautiful will provide technical assistance for installation;
municipalities will have the option of purchasing the equipment. A 2013 pilot
program was instrumental in prosecution and convictions in Allegheny, Armstrong
and Elk counties.

A web portal, www.IllegalDumpFreePA.org, explains the program in detail, and
also allows members of the public to report an illegal dumpsite in their community.

In a public opinion poll Keep Pennsylvania Beautiful conducted with Penn State
University, the majority of respondents stated that they believe fines and penalties
levied on illegal dumpers should be used to clean up illegal dump sites, rather than
public funds. Unfortunately, the evidence needed to assess fines and penalties was
non-existent, difficult to obtain, or insufficient to support enforcement actions,
until now.

“Cleanups, while necessary, simply absolve the dumpers of any responsibility,”
adds Reiter. “This program provides the evidence needed to fully prosecute those
committing this crime.”

IllegalDumpFreePA is one of the many resources Keep Pennsylvania Beautiful
offers to reduce both the environmental and financial impacts of illegal dumping
and littering. Other efforts include the Great American Cleanup of Pennsylvania,
the Litter Free School Zone, and the Keep Pennsylvania Beautiful Adoption Pro-
gram.

For more information or to
www.lllegalDumpFreePA.org.

report an illegal dumpsite, visit

The original Historic Resource Survey was conducted in the early
1980’s by the Lancaster Historic Preservation Trust. An update was
done in 1992, but funding fell short to complete all municipalities in
the County. HPT determines (based on the threatened loss of historic
sites to development) that it is time to provide municipalities with an
update and to include properties that have, at this time, become eligi-
ble for consideration of historic significance for their community.
The purpose of the survey is to prevent demolition of significant
properties and update records on historic resources.

Now more than 25 years later, the Historic Preservation Trust is
taking on the task, again, one municipality at a time. Committee
members have contacted Rapho Township and are seeking volun-
teers to complete historic resource surveys in our community.
Township residents who volunteer will be grouped in teams of two
to travel the Township and take pictures of properties currently in-
cluded in the survey. Minimum requirements include availability
during daylight hours, a valid driver’s license and willingness to use
your car, and a digital camera. This is a great opportunity to do
hands-on preservation work that will have a
lasting effect on Lancaster County’s historic
and architectural character. Please contact
the Preservation Trust at 291-5861 for more
information. The current historic resources
survey is on loan from HPT and available
for public review at the Township office.

MILANOF-SCHOCK LIBRARY HAPPENINGS
1184 Anderson Ferry Rd. Mt. Joy (717) 653-1510

MANHEIM LIBRARY HAPPENINGS

Special Events and Activities All Summer!

®  July is Hometown Hero Month

Dutch Wonderland Princess, July 2 at 10am
Steven Courtney in concert, July 10 at 7pm
Program Completion Celebration, August 5
Super Hero Movie Night, August 7 at 5:30pm

Investigate these and many more happenings by visiting the Manheim
Library at 15 E High Street or call 665-6700. You can also visit the web
page at ww.manheimlibrary.org.

The theme of this year’s Milanof-Schock Library Parade Float is “Land of
the Free, because of the Brave”. If you would like to help decorate the float
or if your family would like to show its support of the Library by riding on
the float, please call to sign up! Float decoration will take place on Friday,
May 22 from 4:00 p.m. to ?? The parade will be held on Saturday, May 23.

Readers...Get Ready! The Summer Reading Program kicks off with spe-
cial events on Saturday, May 30. The theme of this year’s SRP is “Every
Hero has a Story”; reading packets will be available for all reading levels
and ages. Make sure to check out the Adult Summer Reading Challenge —
Tic-Tac-Toe game cards will be available beginning May 30; the adult chal-
lenge will run June through August and will offer weekly prize drawings.

The Library’s annual Bike Rodeo & Community Safety Days will be held
on Saturday, June 13™ at the Donegal High
School. This event will begin at 11:00 a.m. and is co-
sponsored by the Norlanco-Rheems Kiwanis Club;
members of the DHS Key Club assist with activi-
ties. Ride the AAA bike course (registration required),
visit with local emergency personnel and police officers,
enter the “smoke trailer”, enjoy food, fun & more! The
Turkey Hill cow will also be on location.

The Friends Annual Book Sale will be held at a new location and on days
different than previous years. The event will take place at the Donegal High
School Monday, June 15 through Wednesday, June 17. Please make sure to
check the Library’s web site for times and further details.

RAPHO REPORTER
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insignia

RAPHO TOWNSHIP

971 N COLEBROOK ROAD
MANHEIM PA 17545
Phone: 717-665-3827 Fax: 717-665-7685

Sara Gibson - Township Manager
manager@raphotownship.com

Dave Eggert - Code Enforcement Officer
zoning@raphotownship.com

Melva Kready - Tax Collector
melva@raphotownship.com

John Haldeman - Public Works Director
roadmaster@raphotownship.com

Ena Marie Banks - Recycling Coordinator
enamarie@raphotownship.com

Visit our new website at

www.raphotownship.com

RECYCLING
CORNER

RECYCLING FACT

RECYCLING TIP

CFL RECYCLING

Approximately 600 million
pairs of shoes are thrown
away each year, in the United
States alone. They can be re-
cycled and sent to developing
countries for impoverished
individuals. The collected
shoes are shipped and then
cleaned and repaired to make
a new pair of shoes. To learn
more about this worthwhile
recycling program, go to
funds2orgs.com. Individuals
who receive assistance from
this shoe drive fundraising
program are extremely appre-
ciative. Remember, your gen-
tly worn shoes still have miles
to walk.

Penn Waste (the Township’s con-
tracted trash/recycling hauler) is
now accepting milk, juice, egg substitute
and soup/broth cartons as recyclables. As
always, remember to rinse the containers
and place the caps in your trash recepta-
cle. Plastic containers with #’s 1 — 7 on
the bottom are also acceptable. For exam-
ple, yogurt, sour cream and small ap-
plesauce containers are recyclables.
Please visit pennwaste.com for a com-
plete listing of all acceptable recyclables.

As you clean and clear your flower beds
and gardens, remember that our Yard
Waste Recycling Facility is open each
day from dawn to dusk. You may dispose
of any garden waste, either loose or
bagged in biodegradable lawn waste
bags. The bays of the Recycling Facility
are clearly marked — two for loose waste,
and one for bagged waste. Also, remem-
ber that we do not accept soil or grass
clippings at the Recycling Facility.

After such a difficult winter, there is a feeling of
renewal in the air with the sights of spring. Often
we associate spring with cleaning, clearing and
making way for new growth in our flower beds and
gardens, as well as cleaning and refreshing our
homes. As you brighten your homes, you may need
to replace the energy efficient Compact Fluorescent
Lightbulbs (CFLs). If you do replace them, re-
member that the used bulbs must be recycled, but
cannot be placed in your residential recycling con-
tainer. There are specific recycling centers in the
area for these lightbulbs, one of which is the Rapho
Township Office. The recy-
cling box is located in the lob-
by of our office building. We
are now an official CFL Recy-
cling Center. To see all of the
Recycling Centers in the area,
you may go to the PPL website:
http://apps.ecosconsulting.com/
ppl/locator and click on the
green recycling icon at the bot-
tom of the page.

*No burning of trash or recyclable materials, including yard waste, is permitted in Rapho Township!*
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