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FALL YARD CLEAN-UP 

W ondering what to do with leaves and 
branches you collect in your fall yard 

clean-up?  Rapho Township now offers a yard 
and leaf waste facility at the Township building, 
which is available at no charge for residential 
property owners.  The Township purchased the 
materials and equipment for the facility in part 
using funds from a Department of Environmental 
Protection Act 902 Recycling grant. The Town-
ship Public Works staff worked quickly this 
spring to open the drop-off bins so that residents 
could clear their yards after the difficult winter 
months.  It has been a popular facility ever since. 

The facility includes three drop-off bins, so that 
we can segregate various types of organic waste 
for different uses.  Some materials are mulched, 
while others can be spread on farm fields.   Addi-
tional improvements are in progress so that the 
facility will function even more smoothly.      

The yard/leaf waste facility is open during day-
light hours every day.  It is available to all resi-
dents of Rapho Township for disposal of woody 
waste and leaves collected from their residential 
properties.  It should not be used for commercial 
disposal of yard waste or for disposal of any   
other type of trash or construction debris.   

No grass clippings are accepted. 

One of the bins is intended only for leaves in 
compostable leaf bags. These are also called 
“Kraft bags” and can be purchased at the Town-
ship office for 10 cents each.  They are also avail-
able at hardware stores.   

The other two bins are open for trees, limbs, 
branches, garden debris, shrubs, and unbagged 
leaves.  No grass, sod, stumps, dirt, or stones 
should be dropped off at the facility. 

The facility is under video surveillance at all 
times, so although it is not fenced at this time, we 
have ensured that it will not be abused.  We ap-
preciate our residents’ cooperation with the rules 
of the facility.  Signs are posted to clearly identi-
fy which materials can be dropped in each bin. 

If you are not able to transport your organic 
waste to the Township building, there are four 
days designated throughout the year when the 
Township’s trash and recycling hauler, Penn 
Waste, will be collecting yard and leaf waste at 
curbside for their customers.  Other private sub-
scription trash haulers must also collect yard and 
leaf waste at least twice each year.  If you are 
not a Penn Waste customer,  check with your 
private hauler about their collection days.  Be 
sure you know how materials should be bundled 
before you place them at the curb for pick-up.  

By making recycling of natural waste easy for 
our residents, we hope residents will find it less 
difficult to eliminate burning as a way to dispose 
of materials in their yards.  Open burning harms 
the environment, even when the only materials 
being burned are yard and leaf waste.  Recycling 
keeps the air clean, and allows reuse of the or-
ganic materials. 

Many residents have already told us how much 
they appreciate being able to drop off their yard 
waste and leaves at the Township building.  We 
look forward to continuing to improve this facil-
ity for the convenience of our residents.	

 

 

    

Bagged leaves only in 
the bin closest to the 
Public Works building 

 
Stop by Rapho’s  
recycling facility! 



 IMPORTANT PHONE NUMBERS 
Township Office - 665-3827   

 

County Control - 911 
 

Manheim Borough Police non-emergency 
(717) 665-2481 

 

Sewage Enforcement Officer - 653-1008 
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To get started with our new trash and recycling program, the Township has hired a new full-time 
staff member.  We are delighted to welcome Ena Marie Banks as our Recycling Coordinator.  Ena 
Marie has done a great job helping residents and business owners understand the new curbside recy-
cling program.  She communicates regularly with trash haulers and will offer Rapho Recycles! re-
cycling news and tips in the Rapho Reporter and through the raphotownship.com website. 
 

Ena Marie recently retired from education after 32 years of teaching music, and has been an enthusi-
astic addition to our staff as she takes on the challenges of working in local government.  She holds 
a Bachelor of Science Degree in Music from West Chester University and a Master of Science De-
gree in Education from Temple University. In her spare time she enjoys running and walking with 
her Weimaraner, Gracie, spending time with her son Andrew, as well as golfing and swimming.   
 

Ena Marie and Melva Kready work together on billing for customers of Penn Waste, the Township’s 
contracted hauler.  Customers who did not pay for the entire year should have received a bill for the 
second quarter at the beginning of September.  Those who paid for the entire year will not receive a 
bill.  Remember that checks are made out to Rapho Township and mailed to a bank lock box at the 
post office box number on your bill.  Payments are not accepted at the Township office. 

WELCOME OUR NEW RECYCLING COORDINATOR 

Property owners and builders who have applied recently for 
a building or zoning permit have learned that under the 
Township’s new stormwater ordinance, a stormwater per-
mit or exemption application is required.  Almost any im-
provement to your property creates new surfaces that are 
impervious (areas where water cannot permeate the soil).   

 

Under the new ordinance, the 
amount of water which could 
run off your property must 
be calculated to determine 
whether stormwater manage-
ment facilities such as rain 
gardens, infiltration trenches, 
or cisterns must be installed 
with your project. 

 

If you plan to do a project, consider the water runoff that 
will be created. It is important to grade the land around 
your new structure so that water stays on your property as 
much as possible and infiltrates the soil instead of running 
off onto neighboring properties and ultimately polluting our 
streams with sediment.  Many projects may be exempt from 
a completely engineered plan, depending on the size.  
 

Check out raphotownship.com under the Building Permits 
tab to read about the ordinance and permits. Sample plans 
and calculations are included under Appendices. 

When it comes to conserving water, small adjustments can have a 
big  impact.  The following web site provides nearly 200 water-
saving tips, downloads and printable posters: http://
wateruseitwisely.com/100-ways-to-conserve/?view=list 
Examples are listed by topic and include tips such as:  
1) Soak pots and pans instead of letting the water run while you 

scrape them clean. 
2) If you accidentally drop ice cubes, do not throw them in the 

sink.  Throw them in your house plants instead. 
3) Turn off the water while brushing your teeth and save up to 4 

gallons a minute. 
4) Keep your shower to 5 minutes or less and 

save 1,000 gallons per month. 
5) Avoid recreational toys that require a con-

stant flow of water. 
6) Use a rain barrel to harvest rainwater from 

gutters for watering gardens and landscapes. 
7) Use a hose nozzle or turn off the water while 

washing your car and save up to 100 gallons each time. 
8) Insulate hot water pipes for immediate energy savings. 
9) When washing dishes by hand, don’t let the water run.  Fill 

one basin with wash water and the other with rinse water. 
10) Turn faucets off tightly after each use. 

MEETING DATES AND TIMES   
Board of Supervisors—1st & 3rd Thurs.,7:30 pm 

 

BOS Work Session—7:30 am Tues. prior to 
Thurs. BOS meeting following the PC meeting 

 

Planning Commission — First Mon. at 7 pm 
 

Zoning Hearing Board—First Tues. at 7:30 pm 
 

 

ZONING NEWS 
 

100+ WAYS TO CONSERVE WATER 

A reminder that property owners in 
the Elm Tree I voting district are 
due to have their septic systems 
pumped in 2014.  Letters are sent 
at the beginning of each year to 
advise residents that their systems 
should be pumped.  If you live in 
the Elm Tree I district and have 
not yet had this done, you should 
hire a hauler and submit paper-
work to the Township by Decem-
ber 31.  Contact Chris Weatherby 
at the Township office if you have 
questions about whether your sys-
tem should be pumped this year. 

SEPTIC PUMPING 
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ONLINE GAME EDUCATES ABOUT RECYCLING 

It's safe to say that most Americans are fairly clueless about how to recycle packaging. According to research released by the Ad 
Council, only 52% of Americans say that they are "very" or "extremely" knowledgeable about how to properly recycle. Additional-
ly, only 38% say they are "avid recyclers," recycling as much as possible and willing to go out of their way to do so. While there are 
several barriers to recycling, among the most common reasons given for not recycling are that respondents did not have enough in-
formation about where to recycle or what types of materials they are able to recycle. 
 
Organizations are working to educate the public about recycling and one of the most active campaigns is run by Keep America 
Beautiful and the Ad Council.  Fully aware that a majority of Americans are tied to their computers, the campaign just launched a 
new online game called Super Sorter, which is designed to educate gamers on the different ways items can be sorted and recycled. 
 
The Super Sorter game takes place in a material recovery facility (MRF) where mixed recyclables are separated by different types of 
sorters. The goal of the game is to sort all of the materials in the queue as they progress down the conveyor belt and send the recy-
clables on their way to becoming something new and valuable. If you miss too many recyclables, and they end up in the landfill, you 
lose the level. Complete all seven levels and, guess what, you are a Super Sorter! 
 
The Super Sorter game was created to engage a new generation of environmental stew-
ards, building on data showing that 97% of teens (and more than four in five young 
adults) play computer, web, portable or console games. 
 
Thumbs up to this campaign for 'thinking outside the box' when it comes to recycling edu-
cation.  The game is free and can be played at iwanttoberecycled.org/game. 

Rapho Township is always working to make recycling easy for our residents — watch for 
new recycling bins and a recycling dumpster at Rapho Park, located at 960 Strickler Road.  

http://iwanttoberecycled.org/game�
http://iwanttoberecycled.org/game�


971 N COLEBROOK ROAD 
MANHEIM  PA  17545 
Phone: 717-665-3827  Fax: 717-665-7685 

RAPHO TOWNSHIP 

Sara Gibson - Township Manager 
manager@raphotownship.com 
Chris Weatherby - Administrative Assistant 
chris@raphotownship.com  
Dave Eggert - Zoning Officer 
zoning@raphotownship.com 
Melva Kready - Tax Collector 
melva@raphotownship.com 
John Haldeman - Public Works Director 
roadmaster@raphotownship.com 
Ena Marie Banks — Recycling Coordinator 
enamarie@raphotownship.com 

 

Visit our new website at 
www.raphotownship.com 

Presort 
insignia 

This year’s CCWA Watershed Expo, 
held at the Lancaster Liederkranz on 
South Chiques Road on June 18, was a 
huge success, with more than 150 in 
attendance.  Rapho Township resident 
Justin Nissley was announced as the 
grand prize winner of CCWA’s 
“Capture the Creek” Youth Photog-
raphy contest. Check out chi-
quescreekwatershed.org to see Jus-
tin’s photo in full color. 
 

Rapho Township’s staff partnered 
with CCWA to create a unique mobile 
model rain garden to help visitors to 
the Expo under-

stand how a rain garden works. 
 

The model is currently absorbing storm wa-
ter at the Township building, and will be on 
display at CCWA’s table at the Manheim 
Farm Show in October.   Also coming up on 
October 11 is CCWA’s Creek Stomp and 
stream clean-up at Mummau Park in Man-
heim Borough.  The Watershed Alliance 
meets on the first Wednesday of each month 
at 7:00 p.m. at the Rapho Township building. 

Chiques Creek Watershed Alliance news RAPHO RECYCLES! 
RECYCLING FACT 
Did you know that in 2010 LCSWMA (the Lancaster County 
Solid Waste Management Authority) partnered with PPL Re-
newable Energy to install the first commercial-scale wind 
project in south-central Pennsylvania?  The electricity that is 
generated from this project is sent through underground lines 

to Turkey Hill Dairy to power their 
manufacturing facility. This renewable 
wind energy provides Turkey Hill Dairy 
with 21% of their electricity. So the next 
time you are travelling across the 
Wright’s Ferry Bridge on Route 30, 
look toward the hillside on the southern 
end and you will see the beautiful wind 
turbines producing renewable energy.  

 
RECYCLING TIP 
If you are a Penn Waste customer, you should place all news-
papers and glossy inserts directly into your recycling contain-
ers. Do not bundle or separate them from the other recycla-
bles, and do not place them into plastic grocery bags. Reuse 
those bags when you go grocery shopping.  Penn Waste’s 
flyers have lots of information about what to recycle and cal-
endars with annual schedules.  If you are a customer and need 
more information, contact Ena Marie at the Township office.  
Reduce, Reuse, Recycle for a greener tomorrow! 

Photo by Justin Nissley 
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