
RAPHO AREA FIRE ADVISORY COUNCIL 

AGENDA 

March 18, 2014 6:30 p.m.

Members:
	Fire Department Representatives

	Station 7-5
	William Hall
	x
	Station 2-7
	Butch Montgomery
	X
	Station 2-6
	Dan Reif
	X

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


	Community Representatives

	Jerry Ehrhart
	X
	Randy Fox
	X
	Phil Garber
	
	Chris Neiles
	X


	Township Supervisor
	
	Township Manager
	

	Lowell Fry
	X
	Sara Gibson
	X


CALL TO ORDER - Chairman Chris Neiles @6:30PM

APPROVAL OF MINUTES of February 18, 2014.

Motion to accept minutes from the February meeting.  The motion passed.

PUBLIC COMMENT: Request was made for clarification of the new burn ban ordinance, now in effect.  Major points included:

· Farms are exempted for certain ag-related operations,.  

· If a fire department is called to respond to a fire which is in violation of the burn ban ordinance, they are encouraged to report such activity to the township. 

· Fire department personnel are not required, expected, nor authorized to enforce this ban.

· Currently, there is no designated enforcement officer. 

· Currently there is no designated Fire Marshall.

FIRE DEPARTMENT MONTHLY REPORTS

OPERATIONS/CALL VOLUME

FDMJ

· Reviewed the submitted Feb. reports. 53 incidents total.

· 13 Incidents due to ice storm. More incidents handled without individual reports.

· Notable Rapho Twp. First Due Incidents: Vehicle Accident with entrapment, and Dwelling Fire with $50,000 loss.

· Staffing, “not enough people”, but OK.
· Ladder Truck to be out of service a few days for maintenance. Replacement schedule running about two years behind.
Mastersonville

· Reviewed the submitted Feb. report – 28 fire calls, 15 QRS calls. Significant incident:  Dwelling Fire, Mastersonville Road -$95,000 damage.  

· Options and procedures for initiating potential condemnation proceedings was discussed.

Manheim
· Reviewed the submitted Feb. report – 33 calls.  One vehicle incident at Auto Auction, chimney fire on Woodlot Road. 

· Staffing; light, but OK.
· Rising number of lift assist calls, and associated issues were discussed.

FINANCIAL

FDMJ

· Review of submitted Balance Sheet. 

· Too many funds are in one bank, creating a problem with FDIC. So plans are to move some funds to a second bank.
· 2013 Profit & Loss Statement submitted.
Mastersonville

· Profit & Loss Budget vs Actual 2014 submitted. 

· Additional propane storage options were discussed.

· Trash handling/pickup was discussed.  It was noted that the FD is not exempt from the requirement for street-side pickup.  A suggested solution was for the township to include the Mastersonville FD in the township wide trash collection contract.

Manheim

· Submitted and discussed Feb. 2014 Profit & Loss Comparison statements.

CAPITAL PLANNING

FDMJ 

· Apparatus Room work planned for this year.

Manheim

· Picking up new tanker this Friday; next Thursday old tanker leaves, Will be about a month until new tanker is in service.
Mastersonville
· Radios ordered, should arrive in about two weeks.
COMMUNITY REPORT

The old School Specialty building has been rented, to house a clothing distribution center.

TOWNSHIP REPORT

New Hotel Project (by Sheetz): This project is now underway. Details of construction and roadway changes were presented.

Use of Barns for Social Gatherings:  Updates were given regarding recent events and actions in the cases of Mr. Garman and of Mr. Metzler.

CONSIDERATION OF REQUESTS FOR CAPITAL FUNDS - None.

AGENDA ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING
None

2014 Meeting Schedule: Third Tuesday of month, 6:30 pm.. March - May - July - September - October (workshop) - November.

New Business

New Building Financing:  Revisited the new building financing effort by Mastersonville FD, and the request for a financial commitment from the township.  More detailed loan terms information, obtained since the February meeting, was presented.  Ways of moving forward were discussed.

Meeting adjourned at 7:47 pm by Chairman Chris Neiles 

