
RAPHO AREA FIRE ADVISORY COUNCIL 

MINUTES 

February 18, 2014 6:30 p.m.

Members:

	Fire Department Representatives

	Station 7-5
	Bob Purcell
	X
	Station 2-7
	Butch Montgomery
	X
	Station 2-6
	Dan Reif
	X

	
	William Hall
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


	Community Representatives

	Jerry Ehrhart
	X
	Randy Fox
	
	Phil Garber
	X
	Chris Neiles
	X


	Township Supervisor
	
	Township Manager
	

	Lowell Fry
	
	Sara Gibson
	X


CALL TO ORDER - Chairman Chris Neiles @6:30PM

REORGANIZATION - Chairman: Chris Neiles   Vice Chairman: Dan Reif    Secretary: Jerry Ehrhart

APPROVAL OF MINUTES of November 19, 2013.
Motion to accept minutes from the November meeting by Phil Garber.  Motion was seconded by Dan Reif.  The motion passed.

PUBLIC COMMENT: None

FIRE DEPARTMENT MONTHLY REPORTS

OPERATIONS/CALL VOLUME

FDMJ

· Reviewed the submitted Nov., Dec. reports. Jan. high volume, no significant items.
· William. Hall is new Chief.  (Also member, Boro Council, and MJ Public Safety Committee.)
· Year-end report is done (but not yet submitted)

· Staffing OK.
Mastersonville

· Reviewed the submitted Nov., Dec. reports – 28, 34 calls respectively.  Jan. estimate - 32 calls.  No significant incidents. 

· Staffing Ok, with occasional, temporary driver shortage.

Manheim
· Reviewed the submitted Dec., Jan. reports – 33, 40 calls respectively.  Higher than typical damage total for 2013, including vehicle fire at Auto Auction

· Year 2013 Report also submitted. Phil complimented Dan on the report, he thought it was easy to read and understand, very clear. 

· Daytime staffing varies; “rainy days..we have a lot...sunny days, not so much” 
FINANCIAL
FDMJ
· Review of submitted report with some questions. Fund drive is currently behind goal and previous year’s receipts.
· 2013 Profit & Loss Statement submitted.
Manheim

· Submitted and discussed Dec. 2013 and Jan. 2014

· Profit & Loss Comparison statements.

Mastersonville

· Nov.and Dec. 2013 reports submitted and discussed.
· Profit & Loss Budget vs Actual 2014 submitted. 

CAPITAL PLANNING

FDMJ

· None planned at this time.  Anticipate updating building card reading system.

Manheim

· Current tanker leaving March 24; then 4-6 weeks before new tanker arrives, is put in to service.  They will be seeking Capital Funds to assist with the cost of the tanker in 2014.
· Motion: from Chris Neiles, second by Phil Garber, to accept request for funds for 2014 Volvo tanker, per submitted letter.

Vote: 6 in favor, 0 opposed

Motion carried.
Mastersonville
· Radios ordered, will be making formal funds request, estimated at under $65,000.

COMMUNITY REPORT
Snow Removal on Private Streets:  Discussion regarding snow removal on private streets.  Rapho Public Works crew commended for their assistance in weather related emergencies.
TOWNSHIP REPORT

2013 Year End Capital Fund:  2013 Year End Capital Fund Balances report submitted. It was noted that, per auditor’s instructions, monthly interest was allocated to these accounts.
Knox Box Ordinance:  Knox Box Ordinance proposal was discussed.  Suggestions for various criteria were offered.  There was divergence of opinion regarding effectiveness of Knox Box installations during the initial discussion.  However, the discussion concluded that it would be appropriate to include a requirement for KB’s for new construction requiring land dev approval.  This would only affect primarily new commercial, industrial, and multi-family (4 or 6) developments.
Use of Barns for Social Gatherings:  Apprehensiveness over the safety of ‘Barn Parties’ in the township were presented & discussed.  There were differing levels of concern expressed by the Township Manager and fire department representatives regarding safety of building occupants.  However, there was consensus that access, particularly during active events, is important.
Snow Clearing at Hydrants:  Responsibility for clearing snow from around fire hydrants was discussed.  Although it is property owners’ responsibility, fire department volunteers regularly assist.

CONSIDERATION OF REQUESTS FOR CAPITAL FUNDS - None.

AGENDA ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING
2014 Meeting Schedule: Third Tuesday of month, 6:30 pm.. March - May - July - September - October (workshop) - November.

New Business
New Mastersonville Building Financing Opportunity:  Discussed the new building financing effort by Mastersonville FD.  A letter of commitment from the Rapho Township Supervisors was requested.  It was determined that more specific information is needed in order to make a recommendation.

Meeting adjourned at 8:45 pm by Chairman Chris Neiles 


